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Production of Cultural Wisdom Knowledge Package
for Community: Herbal Ebony- Dyed SilK in Sisaket
Province

Sayada Saleewan

Rachaphan Kharaphan

Abstract

This research aimed to; 1) study the current problems of herbal ebony-dyed silk
wisdom in Sesaket Province; 2) gather the body of knowledge and; 3) produce cultural
wisdom knowledge package for community: herbal ebony-dyed silk in Sisaket Province.
This study employed qualitative research method to explore the current problems and to
gather the knowledge and wisdom in the community to be collected in the form of cultural
knowledge and wisdom package. The results are as follows. 1) The marble patterned silk
dyed with ebony or Keb Baan Mueang Noi clothes are made from local silk woven by hand,
dyed with black ebony, and sewn according to the traditional Khmer tribe using different
colors of threads. This shirt is called “Saew”. It is steamed with herbs to keep its fragrance
last longer. Its local name is “Yeab Cloth”. It is worn in the tradition events, rocket festival
and wedding. It is used when performing a ritual or paying the respect to holy things. The
dyeing methods using ebony are the inherited wisdom. 2) According to the gathering the
body of knowledge, it was found that ebony-dyed silk requires the herbs including Polyscias
leaves or Puriyom, turmeric, Hag Kra Chan or Vetiver grass, Nam Kong or Ziziphus Cambodiana
Pierre, Nomyaan Tree, Cardamom or Tod Mhaa tree and herbal supplements (if any),
Strobilanthes Nivea Bremek, Aom Tree or Neam Aom Tree or Bai Khon Tree and Pan-danus
Tectorius Blume or Laam Jeak. All herbs are pounded together. Then other incenses such
as Mok leaves, Aom leaves and Laam Jeak are heated in the pan, or they are wrapped in
banana leaves or banana sticks to keep their fragrance. Then, they are mixed with Puriyom
leaves or Aom leaves. Puriyom leaves are soaked in the water and dried. After that, all
herbs are mixed. The mixture is placed in Muai or a steamer to steam and is put under the

sun. Lastly, the incense is dry and kept for steaming. The ebony-dyed silk is steamed in a
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steamer or Muai covered with the incenses on top. Banana leaves are put on top to make
another layer so that the heat can circulate inside the incenses, and that it does not
evaporate quickly. It takes about 2-3 hours to have the heat caught on the silk. The fragrance
will last longer on the fabric. After steaming, the silk is dried and ready to use. 3) The
production of cultural wisdom knowledge package of ebony-dyed silk includes a video, a

pocketbook, and a brochure.

Keywords: Knowledge ppackage, wisdom, cultural community, dyed ebony silk, herbs,
herbal dyed ebony silk
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