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Revival of Local Folk Medicine Wisdom
in a Variety of Ethnic Groups from
Na Tan Sub-District, Tao Ngoi District,
Sakon Nakhon Province

Abstract

The objective of this qualitative study was to paraphrase and gather knowledee
of medicinal folk wisdom from a variety of ethnic eroups in Na Tan sub-district.
The instrument used in this study was in-depth interviews with participants from the sub-district,
and then using the collected data for content analysis.

The research found that the folk medicine wisdom of ethnic groups is at risk of
beineg lost due to changes in the community. Efforts to revive folk medicine wisdom have
been started by a variety of scholars, but so far it’s just been a ripple of activity that
has not been effective, Advances in modern medicine have influenced the way people
think, and consequently the role of folk healers has begun to become shaky and seen
as unacceptable in view of the modemn health care system established by the public
sector. However, many communities are seeking to create systems and mechanisms for
the care of the health of their own community, based on a variety of principles stemming
from folk wisdom. In particular, the community of Na Tan sub-district, consisting of the
Phu Tai, Yor, and Kaloeng ethnic geroups, has been using such wisdom to maintain their
own health. The wisdom of folk healers still plays a very important role in promoting
eenerous and dependable health outcomes. They are also tryine to find a way to provide
services to the people in the community, along with public health systems. Na Tan's
community makes a distinction of folk medicine wisdom from the ancestors. They focus
on cooperative research for restoration of the local folk medicine wisdom to integrate
it into the government healthcare system. This process is due to the involvement of
people in the community and sub-district health networks, which has created a healthy
driving force and a taneible environment to seek treatrents that can support the greater
well-being of the community.

Keywords: (1) Revival of Local Folk Medicine Wisdom (2) Variety of Ethnic Groups
(3) Na Tan Sub-District (4) Sakon Nakhon Province
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