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Silver Jewelry Models of the Dara-Ang
Hill Tribe in Chiang Mai as Guidelines
for Application in Contemporary Silver
Jewelry Design

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to examine the culture, way of life, and silver
jewelry custom of the Dara-Ang tribe, to analyze the identity of Dara-Ang’s culture
and their use of silver jewelry as part of their cultural identity, and to apply those
designs into contemporary jewelry design. The research population was designers
of Dara-Ang silver jewelry in Chiang Mai who lived in Chiang Dac and Fang district.
The sample consisted of 15 Dara-ang people, who wore silver jewelry in their daily
lives. The results showed that the Dara-Ang or Palong, who called themselves Da-Ang,
were tribes living a simple life, and most of the tribe were called red Da-ang (Dara-Ane
Daeng) and wore a beautifully colored tribal costume. Buddhism is their main religion.
The most marvelous identity is their costume. While their spoken language and their
dress are remarkably unique, there are 2 main types of Dara-ane silver jewelry: body
silver jewelry and tribal costume jewelry.

The Dara-Ang culture identity analysis consisted of their language identity,
costume identity, and religion identity, while their silver jewelry identity analysis
consisted of a neck collar, waist belt, bracelet or bangle, chest plate, costume jewel-
ry pieces, and clothes’ buttons. From the results, it was clear that their silver jewelry
desien could be applied to contemporary jewelry design in many ways, especially the
neck collar. The neck collar pattern could be modified into jewelry types, such as a
necklace pendant, earrings, and bracelets. The waist belt could be modified into earrings,
bracelets, baneles, and rings. The bracelet could be modified into earrings, bracelets,
and rings. The chest plate could be modified into earrings and bracelets. The costume
jewelry pieces could be modified into earrings, necklaces, and rings. The last one is the
clothes’ button, which could be modified into a necklace pendant, rines, and bracelets.

Keywords: (1) Silver Jewelry (2) Dara-Ang Tribe (3) Design (4) Contemporary
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