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Patterns of Lanna Palm-Leaf manuscripts
Conservation for Digital Collection

through Community Participation
in Mae Tha District, Lampang Province

Tulaporn Saenpron

Abstract

This research is qualitative research which aimed to study patterns for conserving

Lanna palm-leaf manuscripts for digital collection through community participation in Mae
Tha District, Lampang Province.

The results were divided into 4 aspects as follows. For Lanna palm-leaf manuscripts
survey, it was found that 25 from 68 temples requested a survey for conserving and restoring.
However, 43 temples denied. For Lanna palm-leaf manuscripts storage, it was found that
there were not clear methods for categorizing or grouping. Some manuscripts were kept
separately while some were tied together since the ropes were torn. In addition, the fabric
bags for keeping manuscripts were different depending on each local belief. The manuscripts
were put in Dhamma cabinets. For network creation, the 4 aspects for network framework
were defined including maintenance, preservation, restoration, and transfer. For propagation,
it was found that palm-leaf manuscripts were propagated in many ways such as preaching
on Buddhist holy days, academic exhibitions, research, integrating with education and

publicizing on educational institutions” and organizations’ websites.

Keywords: Preservation, palm-leaf manuscripts, digital files, Participatory Method
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