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Lua Ethnic Creative Cultural Music
Power in Thailand

Assistant Professor Ong-art Inthaniwet

Lua is an indigenous ethnic group in Chiang Rai that has lived and developed their
traditional way of life for hundreds of years. Under several changes, many beautiful aspects
of their culture have disappeared. This study aimed to investigate the musical wisdom of
the Lua ethnic group and the musical roles in creating cultural power. Ethnological
approaches were used for this study. The data was collected from Lua participants in Lua
communities in Chiang Rai. The study also allowed the communities to express their
opinions. The findings revealed that Lua musical performances were initiated durine auspicial
occasions and festivals. There were five types of musical instruments played in those
musical performances including; 1) Sor; 2) Sating; 3) Khrueng; 4) Chai and; 5) Bong. The
musical roles empowering cultural music power included two perspectives; 1) the promaotion
of better understanding of Lua people through the “Jaiplang” Lua performative narration
and; 2) the “Prakhom Jom Khrung Pae” procession. Impartantly, the cultural music power
was used in local communities to empower the people to sustain and appreciate their
unique cultural identities. The findings further showed that the creative power acquired
from the music attracted people in the communities to take a vibrant role in “cultural
creativity” in Lua cultural events, especially in the "Prakhom Jom Khrung Pae” procession.

Keywords:
(1) Chiang Rai (2) Ethnic Musical Instruments (3) Lua (4) Culture (5) Cultural Creativity
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