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Belief in the Ghost House and Ghost
Hanger's House of the Chongs

Assistant Professor Jetchan Atthaisong / Kamorn Wangsri
/ Sopheak Vann

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the ethnic Chongs’ customs with regard
to both beliefs in ghost houses and the ¢host hanger’s house at Takein Thong sub-district,
Khao Kitchakoot district, Chanthaburi province. This study emphasized Takein Thong Temple
and other villages around Takein Thong district. The researcher team used a field survey
and joined the tradition of paying respect in the ghost house and ghost haneer’s house,
then used content analysis to interpret the data. The results indicated that the Chones
believed in ¢host houses and the ¢host hanger’'s house was home to a custom that involved
gathering relatives together. Moreover, the neighbors made merit and interacted with the
relatives. The relatives helpfully managed the custom once a year in order to communicate
with the spirits of their dead ancestors. The process of the tradition of paying respect in
the chost house and ghost haneer’'s house was of importance. If there was a lack of
instruments or food, the spirit did not come into the body of the medium, which meant
that the participants had failed to make merit. Therefore, the organizer of this tradition had
to prepare all of the instruments and some food. Nowadays, the ehost house and ghost
hanger’s house custom has been lost from Takein Thong sub-district because the
descendants believed that the tradition was for their ancestors. However, the ancestors
believed they had to continue the tradition; they believed that if the descendants did not
make the merit they would be sick.

Keywords:
(1) Ghost House (2) Ghost Hanger's House (3) Chong Ethnic (4) Tambon Takein Thong
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