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Education and Development
of a Model of Chang Ko and
Dance Performance Invention

Abstract

Chang Ko and its applications to stage performance were studied. The research
aimed to study the history of ‘Chane Ko' (a traditional Chinese crown) and its development
and application to stage performance. The area of Phuket Old Town, including several

historical streets, was the main research area for the data collection. The methodol-
ogy was classified into two stages: 1) the study of the history, pattern, and function
of Chang Ko in Phuket, and 2) the development and application of Chang Ko to stage
performance. The results revealed that Chang Ko is the most important wearable of
the Phuket Baba (Peranakan) wedding dress. There are three significant components
of Chang Ko: 1) a swan, 2) a butterfly, 3) a flower; however, the traditional Chang Ko
was not appropriate for stage performance due to its elegance requiring a number
of decorations. As such, this research considered and applied the lighter and more
economical material of nylon as an alternative material instead of the traditional
materials. The Chane Ko using nylon was applied in stage performance to promote
Phuket traditional life in collaboration with the Development Fund for Women
of Phuket and Phuket Municipality School. In addition, it introduces creativity to
cultural dresses inherited fromm China. The contributions of this research includes:
1) an application of nylon to other traditional dresses, and 2) a further development of
nylon-based Chang Ko dresses.

Keywords: (1) Chang Ko (2) Dance Performance Invention (3) Creative Economic
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