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PREFACE

As an agency responsible for promoting and initiating cultural activities,
the Department of Cultural Promotion appreciates the invaluable role of national
artists in creating works of art and cultural heritage. In this regard, it cherishes the
Houses of National Artists that serve as intellectual and cultural sources for the public
to learn about national artistic treasures. They have also become places of destination
for local and international visitors to get to know Thai culture. Since 2005 the Department
has launched the House of National Artist Project and has already opened 11 Houses
of National Artists, each endowed with rich social and educational values and legacy.

In 2011 the Department has planned to open the House of National Artist
Suchart Subsin for Performing Art (Folk Performance). It is the 12th in the series of the
House of National Artist Project. The House, commonly known as “Nang Talung Museum”
(Shadow - puppet Play Museum), serves as a venue for demonstrating the art of shadow
play, a unique cultural heritage of the Southern Region of Thailand that has been
in existence for so long. It is the place for younger generations to study this Thai traditional
art form. Thus, it is a pride and legacy for the people of Nakhon Si Thammarat Province
as well as for the Thai nation as a whole.

The Department of Cultural Promotion wishes to take this opportunity to
express its heart-felt appreciation to Mr. Suchart Subsin for creating works of art for the
public on a regular basis and for making it possible for his House to serve as
a source of learning and cultural tourist destination, thus helping to conserve cultural

heritage of the Thai nation.
M’%,‘/_

(Professor Apinan Poshyananda)
Director-General
Department of Cultural Promotion
Ministry of Culture
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Nang Talung Museum (Museum of Shadow-Puppet Play)

Suchart Subsin’s House of Nang Talung

Founded in 1987 by Mr. Suchart Subsin and his family, Nang Talung Museum
is situated at No. 6, Soi Si Thammasok-3, Si Thammasok Road, Nai Mueang Sub-district,
Mueang District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province 80000; Telephone 0 7534 6394.

Nang Talung Museum houses all kinds of traditional Nang Talung figures and
puppets for shadow play from various regions of Thailand as well as from other
countries. It also puts on display all kinds of musical instruments and equipment

used in the performance. In this regard, it shows a history of Thai shadow play.
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The museum collects in particular Nang Talung figures and puppets owned
by Mr. Suchart Subsin and his family, providing a source of knowledge for the visitors
who want to know how puppets for shadow play are made and manipulated during
the performance.

It serves, therefore, to conserve, promote and pass the knowledge of
Nang Talung to those interested in the subject. It functions under the slogan
“If you work just for yourself, life is bleak. If you are truly dedicated, you will be

remembered even after you are long gone”.
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Founders of Nang Talung Museum: Mr. Suchart Subsin and
Mr. Watee Subsin

For more than 20 years Nang Talung Museum established by Mr. Suchart
Subsin and his family have provided knowledge to the visitors and served to conserve,
promote, and pass on the art of making Nang Talung fisures and puppets and
performances to society at large. In 1996 Tourism Authority of Thailand presented it
with a Thailand Tourism Award for cultural destination and site and again in 2009 for

being a learning and recreation centre.
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Mr. Watee Subsin also passes on the art of moving and manipulating Nang Talung figures and
puppets to young people.




What visitors will gain from Nang Talung Museum

1. Knowledge about the art of making Nang Talung figures and puppets -
something that Mr. Suchart and his family do for their living — from tanning the hide,
designing the patterns, using carving tools and painting. Visitors will try their hands
on making the figures first-hand under the supervision of Mr. Suchart and his family
members. It is an ideal place for young people to learn how to make Nang Talung
figures and puppets.

2. Knowledge about the performance of the shadow-puppet play on the
premises. A small theatre is prepared for the purpose where visitors can watch the
performance in front of the screen as well as behind the screen where the puppets
are moved about. They will hear the master puppeteer sing and speak out the parts
of various characters. The theatre also serves as a forum for teaching and exchange
the knowledge of shadow play of various regions and countries among students,
academics and local and international visitors.

3. Knowledge about the evolution and development of Nang Talung figures
and puppets over the years. Some of the exhibits are more than 100 years old.
They come from various parts of the countries. There is Nang Talung from the
northern, central and northeastern regions. There is Muslim Nang Talung (performed

in the three southern border provinces) as well as those from various countries,

including Indone5|a China, India, Turkey, and Cambodia.
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Mr. Suchart Subsin
National Artist for Performing Arts (Folk Performance)
For the Year 2006

Background

Mr. Suchart Subsin was born on 2 July 1938 at Ban Sakaew, at 134 Mu 5, Sakaew sub-district, Thasala
district in the province of Nakhon Si Thammarat. He completed his primary education from
Sa-Kaew School.

His interest in Nang Talung or shadow-puppet play sprang from his talent in drawing since
his childhood. While studying at Grade 3 at Sakew School, he was assigned by the school principal
to teach drawing to his peers from Grades 1-4. At that time, Sakaew Monastery was building its
ordination hall, and young Suchart spent his lunch hours observing the artisans drawing Thai
designs and patterns on the building. Mr. Tuan, the master builder, took to him and taught him
how to draw Thai drawing designs.

His father saw how interested he was in drawing the shadow-puppet characters and other
pictures. On completion of Grade 4, he was sent to study under Mr. Tong Nukhao, a shadow-puppet
carver and poet. The young boy soon learnt not only how to draw but also how to write poetry
for the puppet play. At 14 he became a professional shadow-play artist, earning enough to
support himself and his family. His talent has been well received by the public since.

Today
Today he still works as a shadow-play puppeteer as well as a master carver of Nang Talung.

He is known as a local wise man devoting himself to educating and entertaining students, academics,
media people, and local and international visitors. His performance and museum attract so many
visitors on a regular basis that he hardly has time for rest. Though advanced in years, he has made
it his life commitment to conserve, promote and teach the art of shadow-puppet play and puppet
carving to as many people as possible. He, therefore, serves as a role model for his family and
society at large, following His Majesty the King’s statement that “Cultural conservation is national
conservation”.
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Acknowledgement of Achievement
Mr. Suchart Subsin

As National Artist for Performing Arts (Folk Performance)

Mr. Suchart Subsin was born on 2 July 1938 in the province of Nakhon Si Thammarat.
He completed his primary education from Sa-Kaew School, Nakhon Si Thammarat province.

Ever since childhood he has shown a great interest in shadow-puppet play, including
drawing and carving out various characters in the play as well as writing dramatic verse. Long
years of such activities have stood him in good stead, making him an expert in the field. His desire
to preserve the art in its ancient traditional form has led him to use five traditional musical instruments
in the performance of his shadow play. Over the years he has taught his children and students to
perform and carve out different characters. Perhaps, one of the most outstanding feats is that he
devoted most of his time and fortune building a shadow-puppet play museum that has attracted
so many local and international visitors. His efforts to educate people about the art form have
led him to visit Germany, Holland, and Japan. In light of his long-years of dedication to the
conservation of local art and culture and numerous social contributions, the National Culture
Commission conferred on him an outstanding cultural award for skilled craftsmen (handicraft) in
1989. He has also won several other awards, including top prizes for shadow-play drawing competition.
He is known nationally and internationally for his work and dedication.

Mr. Suchart Subsin was honoured and proclaimed as national artist in performing arts (folk

performance) for 2006.
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Background to the Launching of

the House of National Artist Project

In carrying its responsibility for promoting and
supporting cultural affairs, the Department of Cultural
Promotion under the Cultural Promotion Fund recognizes
the important role of national artists in creating and
conserving intellectual cultural heritage. A national artist’s
house is a rich source of wisdom and artistic creation, a
cultural capital with social and educational values, a place
for learning about a creative journey of the national artist
concerned, a place that Thai and foreign visitors should
pay a visit to.

The House of National Artist Suchart Subsin,
commonly known as “Nang Talung Museum”
(Shadow-puppet Play Museum) is the 12th in the series of
the House of National Artist Project. The Shadow-Play
Museum came into being through physical and spiritual
dedication of Mr. Suchart Subsin who spent his fortune to
ensure that the public at large have an opportunity to
appreciate the art of the shadow play that has been in
existence for so long. It is the place for younger generations
to study this Thai traditional art form. Thus, it is a pride
and legacy for the people of Nakhon Si Thammarat Province

as well as for the Thai nation as a whole.
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Nang Talung Museum (Museum of Shadow-Puppet Play) /
Suchart Subsin’s House of Nang Talung
No. 6, Soi Si Thammasok-3, Si Thammmasok Road,
Nai Mueang Sub-district, Mueang District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province 80000
Open to visitors every day
Contact us : Tel. 0 7534 6394
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